Ultrasonically guided percutaneous ethanol (96%) injection has been shown to inactivate hyperactive parathyroid tumours in patients with primary hyper¬ parathyroidism (6, 7) . We now use this treatment as an alternative to surgery in selected patients (8) . parathyroid tumours in patients with primary hyper¬ parathyroidism (6) (7) (8) 15 (9, 10, 12) . In contrast, the fall in serum concentration of ionized calcium is much slower, remaining high throughout the duration of surgery and reaching its nadir at about 20 h after parathyroid resection (10) (11) (12) . The 
